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Extrait
Introduction

Where Are the Children ? was my first suspense novel and the book that really changed my life.

| had written before and actually made aliving for atime doing scripts for radio shows. | had also published
some short stories, but while they were fun and gratifying, they didn't pay the bills, so | decided to try my
hand at area book.

My first effort was a biographical novel about George Washington; it took three years to write, was
published invisibly, and went directly to the remainder tables as it came off press. That didn't faze me - |
considered it atriumph. After all, it was published. Triumph or no, however, | sincerely wanted my next
book to sell.

It was at that point that | studied my bookshelves and realized that from the time | wasfirst able to read,
whenever possible | had chosen to curl up with suspense stories. Clearly they were my favorite kind of
fiction. | had begun with books featuring girl detectives like Judy Bolton and Nancy Drew ; from them | had
moved on to Agatha Christie, Josephine Tey, Ngaio Marsh, Charlotte Armstrong, Mignon Eberhart and
Daphne du Maurier, to name just afew.

(...) Présentation de |'éditeur

Where are the Children ? (Lamaison du guet) : Voulant échapper au terrible secret de son passé, Nancy a
changé de nom, d'apparence et de couleur de cheveux, avant de quitter la cbte Ouest et de venir sinstaller au
Cap Cod ou €elle a épousé Ray Eldrege. Sept années de bonheur se sont écoulées. I1s ont deux beaux enfants :
Michael et Missy.

Mais un matin, un article parait sur |'affaire Harmon, avec justement la photo d'une jeune femme qui
ressemble fort & Nancy. Le jour méme, ses enfants sont enlevés alors qu'ils jouent ala balancoire. La police
mene |'enquéte, et soupconne Nancy a cause de son passe, mais atort...
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